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his vear's adition
of the Social
Security and

Natiomnal

Insurance Trust
(SSNIT) Mobile Service
Week, is scheduled to take
place across the country oms>
October 26-30, 2020. The
official launch of the event
will be held at Takoradi in
the Western Region on
Monday.

The SSNIT Mobile Service
Week is an annual eventithat
allows SSNIT to pitch camp
at various locations across
the country to serve
Members of the Scheme
and the puhlic,

This year,SSNIT staff will
be at 58 locations 1n all 16
regions to bring the Trust’s
services to the doorsteps of
Members.

A number of major activi-
ties will be undertaken at
this year’s SSNIT Mobile

Service Week. They
include: checking and print-
ing of statements, retire-
ment advisory services,sub-
mission and validation of
contribution reports, resolu-
tion of compliance concerns
andcontribution collection.

The event forms part of the
Trust’s strategic efforts to
have constant engagements
with its Members and the
public in general by focus-
ing on member and client
satisfaction,

The 2020 SSNIT Mobile
Service is being observed
under the theme:Preparing
for retirement, your role as a
stakeholder.

Acgording to the Corporate
Affairs Manager of SSNIT,
Afua Sarkodie, every con-
tributor of the SSNIT
Scheme has a role to play in
securing their future.

“We want our Members to

know thatthey play a critical
role in what they ultimately
receive as pension when
they retire. SSNIT only
administers the first tier of
the social security Scheme
in accordance with what the
law has stated.”

“The law has provided for a
certain rate of contribution
from the workers’ salary
and that same law has pro-
vided a formula for deter-
mining the benefits. The
only variable is salary. So,
definitely, it is what the
Member contributes that
determines what they will
benefit when they retire and
not SSNIT”, she said.

As part of the Trust's stake-
holder engagement plan,
itrecently  launched its
Virtual [nfozone to educate
both contributors and the
public about the Scheme
and its benefits. Already,
some members of the public
have expressed satisfaction

about the Virtual Infozone.

Management of the Trust
has assured that the Covid-

19 safety protocols will be
strictly adhered to in order
to  protect staff and
Members at the event.
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centres for 14 days (2
weeks) before they start trg.
All instrs [instructors] will
equally undergo mandatory
screening/testing exercise
before trg commences™.

The document further went
on to say that “the aim of
these instructions is to out-
line the assistance required
and assigns responsibilities
to facilities the smooth con-
duct of screening/testing
and quarantine exercise of
instrs  [instructions] to
ensure successful trg at
respective trg centres”.

The training exercise
according to the document
will handled in four phases
with the first one being the

‘ “Collection of prospectus
and grouping of all potential
recruits on Mon 19 October
and 20 at the Nicolson
Stadium, Burma Camp at
0800 hrs".

GHANA ARMED FORCE CAUGHT

IN SECRET ARMY RECRUITMENT

betestingof COVID-19 for
the first batch of 200 poten-
tial recruits and instructors
tested for COVID-19, will
be conveyed to ARTS to be
quarantined for 14 days.

The second phase will cover
Assy, screening, and move-
ment” of instructors and
recruits from Nicholson
Stadium to respective train-
ing centres after which the
recruits will assy at the
Nicholson Stadium in
batches of not more than
200 persons at 0800 hours.

The screened potential
recruits and instructors will
subsequently be conveyed
from the Nicholson Stadium
to rcspectlve fraiming cen-
tres for onward quarantine
for 14 days. The schedule
time for reporting for the
respective training centres
were also given.

On Monday 26 October
2020,there will also

In the same wvein, on 27
September all the way to 10
November 2020, the second
to sixth batches of potential
recruits and their instruc-
tors, will be tested and con-
veyed to ARTS, AFRTS in
Takoradi for quarantine and
traming.

The subsequent batches
that will fall on November
23, December 8, December
21 and December 22, will
be conveyed to Achiase,
ATS in Sunyani, DTC at
Daboya.

Meanwhile, some have
question what may happen
to these recruits in the event
that government changes
after the December 2020
polls?In the past recruits
have been denied the oppor-
tunity because power
changed and the NPP gov-
ernment in 2017, put on
hold, recruits who were
enlisted during the previous
John Mahama government,

Just last week, Kennedy
Agyapong, mentioned that
he has helped over 1,000
people from his constituents
to get jobs in various state
institutions, including the
security agencies.

.. Fire Service,

Immigration, Police,
NaBCO, Ghana Gas, every-
where. What do you expect
me to do, after being elected
five consecutive times to
Parliament by my con-
stituents?” Kennedy
Agyapong explained on Net
2TV’s “The Seat’ show.

“Has it not been the
employment | have secured
for some of my constituents,
they would have voted
against me,” he explained.
“It is not true, but when you
actually check the employ-
ment, 1 have given my con-
stituents over 1,300, I go
about begging these institu-
tions to get my constituents
employed so if you won't
beg and 1 am begging, is
that your problem?”
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he term ‘affordable

housing’ was first

used in the 1937

Housing Act of the

US seeking to pro-
vide direction in addressing the
challenges facing especially low-
income earners on getting onto
the housing ladder. Since then it
has become entrenched, popu-
larly defined as a ratio measure
thus; expenditure on housing ei-
ther in rentals or towards own-
ership should not exceed 30% of
income,

The 30% benchmark is
widely used all over the world
and Ghana recently also adopted
this yardstick as stated in the
2015 National Housing Policy. .
Being a ratio measure, it has
always created ambiguity since
affordability is indeed relative.

However, for convenience,
the business environment
especially real estate lenders and
home finance companies jumped
“onto it for use as the reference
point for assessing the mortgage
capacity of potential home-
buyers. As a result, instead of
seeking to drive the agenda for
policymakers to focus their minds
on especially addressing the
housing needs of low-income
earners, tha term when used in
housing discourse has often
highlighted ambiguity in the issue
of relativity. Accordingly, when
used in connection with housing
delivery, it has now become
nebulous, generating tangential
debates, as currently happening in
the country.

Social Housing

SOCIAL HOUSING is to
deliver and provide housing at
below market rent for low income
earners. Unlike affordable
housing, social housing is not
subject to market forces but
operated as a welfare scheme.
The concept has long been
recognised as integral to welfare
societies since the post-war era.

In this context, three main
political welfare schemes can be
identified; the social democratic
welfare scheme, the corporatist
welfare scheme and the liberal
welfare scheme. In the western
world, Sweden and most
Scandinavian countries will be
perfect example of societies
practicing the social democratic
approach where the state is
heavily involved in catering for
the housing needs of all citizens.
Alternatively, countries in
continental Europe, for example
Germany, Austria and Italy
practice what could be likened to
the corporatist approach where
the state is fairly active in
housing provision, targeted at
those who genuinely need help.

The contribution of NGOs in

delivering social housing is very
much encouraged in the
corporatist approach to support
Government efforts. The US and
UK are perfect examples of
countries using the liberal
approach which involves strong
market orientation. In the liberal
approach the focus is rather on
encouraging private companies to
see to the welfare needs of their
employees — using housing as a
social wage, The state only
provides limited support for
identifiable low income earners.
All said, it must also be -~
mentioned that, one perfect
system does not exist out there
and most countries tend to
operate a hybrid system

The Netherlands is an
example of a country that
operates a hybrid form of social
democratic and corporatist social
housing scheme. Also, while the
UK for instance has been placed
in liberal category, there is some
resemblance of corporatist
approach as currently about | 7%
of the population live in houses
provided by Housing
Associations and NGOs
(Chartered Institute of Housing,
UK report). What then is the
situation in Ghana?

A critical observation
suggests that Ghana is practising
something akin to the liberal
approach where housing has been
left to market forces. In
principle, employers are expected
to take care of the housing needs
of their employees. However, in
Ghana very few companies have
been able to do this, mostly
focusing on senior staff and top
management. Employees in the
low income bracket such as
middle level and junior staff are
often left out.

The Government being the
single largest employer has in the
past also largely used housing as
a social wage for employees.
However, in the recent decades,
the Government has not been able
to sustain this effort. Above all,

there is no scheme whatsoever for
the larger low income workers
who constitute about 80% of the
active working force. Thus,
Ghana has for several years been
practicing a variant of the liberal
welfare scheme and yet failing to
target the people who most need
low income housing. For failing
to target low income earners, one
might as well conclude that,
Ghana has no clearly defined
social housing system running
currently.

Changing the Narratives

It is true that urban housing
is open to market forces and
hence subject to demand and
supply condition. Nevertheless,
all aver the world housing is also
seen as a social need and
generally approached as a welfare
issue. Even the most capitalist
economies of the world have
_heavy welfare involvement in the
provision of housing especially to
the larger population on low

“income. However in Ghana, the
welfare component of housing is

- not clearly articulated leaving
doubts as to what is really the
philosophy of Government in
housing supply.

First of all, unlike many
other countries including some in
sub-Saharan African economies,
Ghana has not been bold enough
to expressly make provision of
HOUSING aright in the
constitution. This suggests that
Ghana Government does not
really see housing as a welfare
issue. Within this context, it is
safe to assume that, perhaps
Ghana Government has always
seen housing as a matter of
convenience and something that it
has no obligation to deliver to the
populace. Since independence all
the subtle attempts towards
housing supply has targeted the
Government workers who
constitute just a fraction of the
active workforce of the larger
Ghanaian population both in the
formal and informal sectors

In 1988, the Malaysia

Government in its Vision 2020,
pledged to construct 800,000 low
income houses. They stayed on
course and delivered 859,480
houses, that is, exceeding the
target by 59,480 houses. In the
same year 2020, Ghana is rather
having a heated debate on
scandals and non-performance
relating to housing projects
comprising more or less a mere
5000 house-units,

In fact, in 1995 Ghana also
launched its own version of
Vision 2020 but there is little
maore than a few thousands to
show for that. Data reported in
the GHANA HOUSING
PROFILE also suggests that
between 1957 and the vear 2009,
the total number of so called
affordable housing delivered by
successive governments is 54,526
(UN-Habitat, 2011, page 163).
Sadly, the period between 2009 to
date has also not seen any
enviable effort. Yet, right here in
Africa, Angola built 70,000
between 2011 and 2013,

Between 2005 and 2011, Ethiopia
also built 171,000 house-units
while Namibia's target by the
year 2030 is 185,000, Indeed,
between 1994 and 2018, over 3
million houses have been built by
the South African Government
and 580,000 of these houses were
added just in the last five years,
between 2015 and 2018.

Generally the housing
development approach of sub-
Saharan African Economies have
followed international policy
directions beginning from the
1950s to 60s when most
Governments practiced the
interventionist approach.
However, most countries did not
have the patience to follow
through this paradigm, which
may be attributed to the unstable
political environments prevailing
then.

Then came the era of site and
services and the slum
improvement approach in the
1970s-which also did not work as
expected. Then came the 1980s
with World Bank Suppaort of
Housing finance which was
deemed to help in addressing the
situation. The 1990s came with
the enabling environment
approach which Ghana also
spear-headed. Thus over the years
the housing development
approach has been one of a shift
from involvement in direct supply
to supporting policies and
practices in creating an enabling
environment for the private sector
to thrive.

However, as we all know the
policies are having very little
impact resulting in rather massive
backlogs. Notwithstanding the
challenges, however it is clear
from the above that some sub-
Saharan African countries are
showing tenacity and embarking
on some massive flagship
projects. The question is why not
Ghana. For heaven’s sake Ghana
is the shining star in Africa, the
first black African Country to
gain Independence, Ghana is thus
a leader on the continent and
should be seen in keeping up the
pace. Given that Ethiopia,
Namibia, South Africa and
Angola are making some
headway, surely Ghana should be
able to do same and perhaps, do
more.

In the long term the way
forward is for Ghana to target an
ambitious agenda of delivering
one (1) million houses by the next
decade. That would surely be a
heavy boost to the economy in
various ways including job
creation and more importantly
begin to engender some
confidence that Ghana as a
country is ready to see to the
housing needs of the populace.
Meanwhile there should be the
move to declare housing as a
WELFARE issue and attempts
made in amending the
constitution to include housing
provision a right to the populace.

The countries that are
making impressions have
dedicated policies and
programmes they follow for
housing development. This would
mean that Ghana should also
begin to put steps in motion to
quickly enact a Housing Act in
establishing the National Housing
Authority, which has been on the
drawing board for too long. The
time to act is now.

o

The writer is the head of the
Centre for Settlements Stlies ol
KNUST




